STUDY QUESTIONS
Week 1: Overview and Mark 1:1-39
(1) Read the entire gospel of Mark once, preferably at one sitting. What is the overarching
structure of this book? Identify 2 to 4 major sections.
(2) What do these first 39 verses tell us about the reason Jesus came into the world? See in
particular verses 14, 15, and 37-39.
(3) The disciples tell Jesus that “everyone” is looking for Him; who are these people looking for
Jesus? Why does He ignore them and leave Capernaum?

Week 2: Mark 1:40-3:35
(1) What groups of people cause problems for Jesus in this section (note: there are at least three)?
For each group, list the problem, the reason (if any) for their opposition to the way Jesus is
proceeding, and explain the lesson for us today.
(2) What is the purpose of fasting? In what sense were the fasts of the Pharisees wrong? What is
the purpose of the Sabbath? Did Jesus honor that purpose? Did the Pharisees?
(3) Is there an example in this section of the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit?
(4) Compare 3:28-30 with 3:33-35. What is the opposite of blaspheming against the Holy Spirit?
Is everyone either a blasphemer against the Holy Spirit or part of Jesus’ intimate family?

Week 3: Mark 4-5
(1) Consider verses 9, 12, 23, and 24 of chapter 4. Note that Jesus’ first words in verse 24 can be
translated literally as “See what you hear”. What is Jesus stressing in this section?
(2) Summarize the lesson of the parable of the seeds given your answer to question 1. How does
this parable relate to what we considered last week at the end of chapter 3?
(3) In 4:35 to 5:43, how many different types of fear does Mark illustrate (there are at least
four)? What types of fear illustrated in this passage are proper for a Christian? Why? What is the
solution to the improper fears illustrated here?
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Week 4: Mark 6:1-7:30
(1) Use this passage to compare Herod, the political king, to Jesus, Israel’s true King. What are
the major differences between them? Are there any similarities?
(2) Consider 6:33-44. Do the disciples eventually obey Jesus’ command in verse 37? If so, how?
Are there lessons in this for how we ourselves fulfill Jesus’ commands?
(3) In 7:18-19, is Jesus teaching that His followers should not follow God’s command? Consider
Matthew 5:17-18 in your answer. In 7:14-22, how does Jesus explain the underlying purpose of
the Jewish cleanliness regulations? In light of 7:6-13, how were the Pharisees violating that
underlying purpose?

Week 5: Mark 7:31-9:13
(1) How many blind and deaf people does Jesus deal with in this passage? Make sure and
consider 8:17-18 in your answer. Why is it so important that the disciples open their eyes and see
at this point in time?
(2) What new revelation does Jesus give in 8:31? How do 8:34-9:1 help to explain Jesus’
harshness with Peter? What is Peter’s fundamental misunderstanding? Is this a prevalent
misunderstanding today?
(3) Why is Peter’s statement in 9:5 so ridiculous? What lesson can we draw for us today?

Week 6: Mark 9:14-10:45
(1) What new teaching does Jesus give His disciples in 9:30-31, over and above that in 8:31?
What new teaching is in 10:32-34?
(2) How does one become great in the Kingdom of God, according to this passage? Consider the
entire passage, including 10:1-12, in giving your answer.
(3) Does 10:30 mean that when we give up our house for Jesus’ sake, we will receive 100 more
houses in this present age? If not, what does this promise mean? What is a proper way to rely on
this promise?
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Week 7: Mark 10:46-12:27
(1) Read Psalm 118. Is this Psalm a prophesy about Jesus’ triumphal entry? Given the Psalm and
the Mark passage, what are the people anticipating will happen after Jesus enters Jerusalem? Are
these expectations right or wrong?
(2) In 11:12 to 12:27, Jesus has a series of conflicts with different people. Make a list of each
event, stating the disputant and the reason for the dispute. What is Jesus’ general method of
dealing with these opponents?
(3) Jesus appears harsh in this passage: consider 11:14, 11:33, and 12:9. Why does Jesus curse
the fig tree? Why is He so harsh with his opponents? Are there lessons here for us today?

Week 8: Mark 12:28-13:37
(1) In 12:28-34, consider Jesus’ choice for the greatest commandments. Would the Pharisees
have made the same choice? What light does this shed on Jesus’ teaching about how we fulfill
God’s commandments? What lessons can we derive from this today?
(2) What is the purpose of 12:35-37? Note that 35 begins, “And Jesus answering.” What question
is He answering? Why doesn’t Jesus answer the question He poses in 37? What is the answer to
that question?
(3) Compare the question the disciples ask in 13:4 with Jesus’ answer. What is the emphasis in
the question? What is the emphasis in Jesus’ answer? What lessons for us does Jesus drive home
throughout the passage, but especially in verses 33-37?

Week 9: Mark 14
(1) Compare and contrast the woman who anoints Jesus to Judas. How well did each know Him?
What did they owe Him? What does each do to Him?
(2) Compare and contrast Peter and Jesus in verses 27 to 72. What is the attitude of each of them
to himself? To God? What source of power is each relying on?
(3) In light of verse 49, who is in charge of these events?
(4) What are the only words of Jesus that Mark records during His Jewish trial? Why doesn’t He
say more? Why does He say these particular words?
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Week 10: Mark 15 and 16
(1) What are the only words of Jesus that Mark records in chapter 15? What is the importance of
these words?
(2) Read Psalm 22. Outline and summarize the Psalm. Why does Jesus quote from this Psalm in
15:34? What does Jesus mean by these words?
(3) Why does the angel add the words “and Peter” to his command in 16:7?
(4) Reread the entire book. Look again at your original outline. Would you change your outline
now? What lessons do you need to take away from this study? How will this study change your
daily life?
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